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Pierce County Fire District 13 

4815 Wa-Tau-Ga Ave. N.E. • Browns Point, WA 98422 
(253) 952-4776 • (253) 925-8889 

www.PCFD13.org 
 
                             
Minutes 

Board of Fire Commissioners April 8, 2025 
 

 
Commissioner Noll called the meeting to order at 9:02 AM and led all in the Pledge of  
Allegiance.  
Roll Call led by Commissioner Noll to confirm quorum has been met. Present for the meeting: 
Commissioner Malone, Commissioner Zuluaga and Chief Wassall. 
 
Members of the Public and Staff 3 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Minutes: Motion- A motion was made by Commissioner Zuluaga to approve the 
meeting minutes for the March 18, 2025, (continued meeting from 3/11/25). 
Seconded Commissioner Malone 
Passed (Unanimous) 
 
Vouchers: 
Motion-A motion was made by Commissioner Zuluaga to approve vouchers,  
#19090-19134 in the amount of $32,120.63 for the quarterly payroll for the volunteers. 
Seconded: Commissioner Malone. 
Passed (Unanimous) 
 Motion-A motion was made by Commissioner Zuluaga to approve vouchers,  
#19135-19178 in the amount of $82,505.39 for the monthly payables. 
Seconded: Commissioner Malone. 
Passed (Unanimous) 
Motion-A motion was made by Commissioner Zuluaga to approve vouchers, 
#19179-19179 in the amount of ($2,649.04) for the monthly deposits. 
Second: Commissioner Malone. 
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Passed (Unanimous) 
 
Correspondence: 
• Multiple Happy Valentines Day notes and artwork from community kids and a card 

from Perla Sanchez  
 
Chief’s Report  
Calls: 11 total calls, 3 Fire calls, 6 EMS calls, and 2 Service Calls. A76 had 3 transports, 
Oly131 had 2.  
 
Staffing and Recruiting: With 1 of our paid people out for a time, we have had to rearrange 
our schedule. This will mean that every other weekend there will not be a paid person working, 
this will now fall on the volunteer officers to cover those weekends. We continue to receive ap-
plications from trained people for both EMT and fire fighter positions. For those not trained, we 
have been recommending going to an EMT class before attending fire academy. 
 
Financial Report:   
GL Trial Balance cash on hand:      $140,089.40 
Less 04-08-2025 expenses            -$114,626.02 
Deposits (not yet posted)               $               0 
Remaining cash on hand:                $25,463.38 
 
Reserves: $357,495.61 
Investment Purchases: $709,864.18 
 
Training: We have 3 people attending the next rope rescue class next month. This training will 
come in handy if we must go over the side of anything provided, we have our feet on the 
ground. Riverside has a few cars at their fire station, and we hopefully will be able to take the 
fire fighter II class for additional training before test day, April 26th. The schedule for CVA25-01 
is written and the drill ground and live fire scheduled. New book, I am 4 chapters from finishing 
before rewriting all of the chapter and final exams. 
 
SS911: We have been attending the Fire Ops and Water Response Plan meetings at SS911. 
B/C Fitzgerald and I have demo PhoenixG2 apps installed on our phones. It’s a dispatch pro-
gram that SS911 has installed from US Digital Designs. We are looking at possibly updating 
our station alerting system and these are the folks who most of the other Pierce County fire de-
partments are using. Because it’s installed at SS911, the cost is minimal if we were to try this 
with an outside company. No dollars yet, we are still looking at it and what features. There is 
also talk about re-starting a Pierce County HazMat Response Team and what that would look 
like. More to follow at the next Ops meeting. 
 
Fleet Status: We are looking at the possibility of needing to take A76 to Ford. We have a cool-
ant leak that when we had the oil changed, the shop was unable to locate. If we do, we will 
need to alert Ford we are coming and Olympic Ambulance to make sure we have coverage. I 
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want this to take a day and not sit on the lot for a week before they look at it. At some point, we 
will need to get a chain saw back on BR76 before the wildland fire season officially kicks off. 
 
Good of the Order:   I have two-thirds of my EMT recertification completed, I need to bring in 
my skill sheets to complete the process. There are 2 others this year that are doing the same. 
We had our annual hose and ladder testing completed. We had a section of 5’ supply hose go 
out of service, and a couple of others that were suspected of being out of service. I attended a 
webinar on the new federal reporting system (NERIS) that goes online for Washington in Octo-
ber. All of our calls for 2025 have been entered into the old system, NFIRS and will be up to 
the beginning of the 4th quarter. We had a visit from SS911 here at Sta77 about the radio and 
alerting system. Our VHF antenna is currently not connected to anything. We are looking to fix 
it as inexpensively as possible. We had a follow up meeting about cameras for Sta76, we are 
waiting for a bid to install 2 camera heads from 3 and tie them to the computer at Sta76. I at-
tended a meeting with other dignitaries from Pierce County with the Dash Point Social Im-
provement Club. We talked about PC Alert and what method they would like us to use to gain 
entry if they cannot come to or open the door. There was an incident on the East Coast that 
did not go well for the neighbor who used his medic alert button for help. 
 
MSO 
MSO Adams reported there had been a recent phone outage in the area which created an 
EMS nightmare at the surrounding hospitals. The MSO will work on a plan & will use this as a 
teaching opportunity for the crew. 

MSO Adams is working with local hospitals contacts and area MSO/Chiefs regarding patient 
reporting and changes in the WAC codes. MultiCare states ImageTrend is working on a path-
way, but nothing is finalized. MSO Adams will meet with Franciscan representatives on 4/14.  
MSO Adams will be working with all involved to derive a plan to ensure we continue to meet 
WAC. 

Systems Design – MSO Adams went out to their facilities and had a tour. He was briefed on 
critical details for billing and deposits. 

MSO Adams has completed a comprehensive inventory list for all rigs. It will help the depart-
ment ensure continued accountability, training, and service to the community at the highest 
level possible.  

MSO Adams will be applying for a free Naloxone program in which the department can distrib-
ute to the community in need while keeping our resources in service.   

PIO 
Not available- out due to surgery. 
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Commissioner’s Report: 
Commissioner Zuluaga: 
Keeping an eye on legislative issues. 
 
Commissioner Malone: 
Browns Point Improvement Club (BPIC) Easter Egg Hunt will be on Saturday, April 19th from 9-
10AM  

April 24th from 6:30-8:30PM will be the BPIC’s General Meeting and Dash Point/Browns Point 
Community Open Information Session related to the Incorporation Study  

Commissioner Malone continues to keep an eye on the legislative issues as well as Federal is-
sues. Most notably HB1042 which aims to allow county treasurer to recover costs for prop-
erty tax services (limiting the fee to 1% for larger counties and 2% for smaller counties) and 
HB1047 which is addressing Tax Exempt status on equipment for rural fire departments with 
a population of 10K or fewer and less than 100 people per square mile. 

 
Commissioner Noll: 
Commissioner Noll also reiterated that the CAI incorporation information meeting will be dur-
ing the 4/24/25 BPIC meeting as well starting at 6:30pm. The area under consideration for in-
corporation must have a minimum of 1,500 residents.  There must be a signed petition by 
10% of the registered voters.  If this measure goes to election, a simple majority decides. 
On Saturday April 12th from 9AM to Noon there will be a seminar w/ Eric Quinn on Regional 
Fire Authorities at South Sound 911. There is a Zoom option available as well. 
On March 27th there was a Pierce County Fire Commissioners meeting, Jake Weigley, from 
Central Pierce, discussed the Pierce County Wildlife Protection Plan that he assisted with. Mr. 
Weigley explained that weather events drive fire events and that 90% of wildfires are caused 
by humans. 
Commissioner Noll also noted that in the Washington state legislature, most of the WFCA 
(Washington Fire Commissioners Assoc.) backed bills have died. Several bills (HB1334 and 
SB 5798) that relate to increasing the 1% property tax limit are still active.  
 
     
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. District 13 Update: 
During the recent extended road closure due to a landslide the department, as a whole, re-
ceived better communication. There was more awareness by the DOT (Department of 
Transportation) as to how the closure affects our process and how the department answers 
or assists with calls.  
2025 is a Pink Salmon year so our shoreline areas will receive the usual heavy impact from 
fisherman.  Parking will likely become an issue. 
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2. Rosenbauer Engine Status 
Our chassis is not on the assembly line at this point.   
 

3. Station 77 2025 Paint estimate 

Chief Wassall reached out to the local painters and requested they rebid now that the de-
partment had a spec list of the work that needs to occur. 
Additional discussion continued regarding the assorted color choices and schemes. There 
is a general consensus that everyone likes the Sun-Dried Tomato color for the roll up 
doors. 
The vetting of contractors and services is finishing.  Some good local choices exist. 
 

4. Station 76 Concrete Work Project 

Chief Wassall has signed the estimate for the contract for Alia Construction. They will for-
ward the department a copy of a contract for review as soon as possible. 
 

5. Springbrook Software 

The department’s administration is in the process of starting the on boarding process with 
the new accounting software.  
 

New Business: 
Levy Information for Fire District  

Current Levy Rates for 2025 (District AV = $887 mil) 
 

• Fire 1.06 (approx. $940k of budget) 
• EMS .431 (approx. $382k of budget) 

• The existing 6-year lid lift expires 2025 
 
EMS Lid Lift Election Process 

• Election dates, August 5 primary and November 4 for general 
• Election materials submit by May 2 for August 5 and August 5 for November 4 
• Outcome decided by simple majority. 

 
Lid Lift Components  

• Resolution passed by the Board of Commissioners 
• Resolution Cover Sheet (completed by the Chief) 
• Official Ballot Title in Voter Pamphlet (Quinn) 
• Explanatory Statement for Voter pamphlet, 200 words max (Quinn) 
• Appoint For/Against Committees (on appointment form) 
• Committees prepare statements (150 word maximum, 4 paragraphs) 
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Commissioners will further discuss at the May annual planning meeting. 
 

 
Public Comments: NONE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: The next regular meeting will be Tues., May 13, 2025. 
 at 09:00 AM. Planning Meeting to follow at 1:00PM 
  

 ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 11:44 am.   
 
Approved By: 
 
 __________________________ ___________________________________ 
 Chairman Noll               Commissioner Malone 
 
 ___________________________ __________________________________ 
Commissioner Zuluaga    Fire Chief/District Secretary 


